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October 26, 2017 

 

Keith Lemieux 
Ridgecrest City Attorney  
100 W. California Ave. 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
 
Dear Mr. Lemieux: 

My name is Scott Peterson, and I am Executive Director of the Checks and Balances Project 
(C&BP). We are a watchdog group focused on bringing greater accountability to lobbyists, 
politicians, corporate managers and others who block progress toward a more sustainable 
economy.  

As you may know, in August 2017, C&BP filed twin lawsuits against the Kern County Board of 
Supervisors and the Bakersfield City Council. The suits are part of our effort to get to the 
bottom of questions about how powerful realtor lobbyists got local officials to kill homeowner 
access to the Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program. This popular, voluntary program 
offers up-front financing for energy efficiency, water conservation, renewable energy and 
seismic improvements that are paid back through property tax assessments. 

We recently received a tip from a reader asserting that Ridgecrest Mayor Peggy Breeden and 
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Mower both have connections to the local real estate lobby, which has a 
financial interest in seeing PACE eliminated in Ridgecrest.   

We were told that Mayor Breeden is an officer and director of Ridgecrest’s local advertising 
newspaper, The Swap Sheet, Inc. The reader added that this company is recognized as an 
associate member of the Ridgecrest Area Association of Realtors. The Swap Sheet, Inc. appears 
to receive a major portion of its funding through realtor advertising in the The Swap Sheet. 

We were also told that Mayor Pro Tem Mower’s eldest son, James Mower, works as a realtor 
for Coldwell Banker’s office in Ridgecrest; and that several Coldwell Banker realtors in 
Ridgecrest, including James Mower himself, have vocally opposed the continuation of the PACE 
program in the city. 

On October 4, both Mayor Breeden and Mayor Pro Tem Mike Mower voted in favor of a 
resolution to withdraw Ridgecrest’s participation in the residential PACE program. The 
reporting by the Taft Midway Driller on this vote confirmed many of the points our reader 
made to us.  

Perhaps the reader’s tip is factually incorrect or there is an innocent explanation for what 
appears to be a significant pair of financial conflicts. We are asking for your help in getting 
answers to some important questions:  

 

https://checksandbalancesproject.org/
https://checksandbalancesproject.org/news-release-twin-lawsuits-filed-to-compel-bakersfield-officials-to-come-clean-on-deal-that-led-to-anti-pace-votes/
http://www.swapsheet.org/read-the-swap-sheet-online/real-estate/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/james-mower-4599b685/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/james-mower-4599b685/
http://www.ridgecrestca.com/news/20171006/ridgecrest-pulls-plug-on-pace-program
http://www.taftmidwaydriller.com/news/20171006/ridgecrest-pulls-plug-on-pace-program
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1. Is Mayor Breeden an officer and director with The Swap Sheet, Inc.?  

2. If so, to what extent does Mayor Breeden benefit financially from advertising revenue 
generated by The Swap Sheet, Inc.? 

3. Is this newspaper an associate member of the Ridgecrest Area Association of Realtors?  

4. What portion of its revenue does The Swap Sheet, Inc. receive from realtors and 
mortgage lenders? 

5. Does Mayor Pro Tem Mower’s son, James Mower, work as a realtor for Coldwell 
Banker’s office in Ridgecrest?  

6. Are there local, county or state standards on financial conflicts that would demand the 
recusal of Mayor Breeden and Mayor Pro Tem Mower from policy decisions with such a 
direct impact on their family’s financial situation?  

7. If so, did Mayor Breeden and Mayor Pro Tem Mower seek and receive a waiver to these 
conflict of interest standards?  

8. Did either Mayor Breeden or Mayor Pro Tem Mower work with realtor lobbyists to 
influence the votes of other city council members who banned homeowner access to 
PACE financing in Ridgecrest?  

Thank you for taking the time to address these important questions. We look forward to 
sharing your answers with our readers and the citizens of the Ridgecrest community – who we 
understand from local reporting are asking similar questions. 

Should you need to contact me, you can email scott@checksandbalancesproject.org or call me 
directly at 703-722-6688.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Regards, 

 

 

Scott Peterson     
Executive Director   
 
Cc: Jessica Weston, Daily Independent 


