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June 10, 2016 
 
Via Email & U.S. Mail 
 
Mr. David P. Tenny 
President and CEO 
National Alliance of Forest Owners 
122 C Street, NW, Suite 630 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Dear Mr. Tenny: 
 
My name is Scott Peterson, and I am the executive director of Checks and Balances Project (C&BP). 
We’re a six-year old public watchdog blog that asks questions of government officials, corporate 
managers and lobbyists, with a focus on ethics and clean energy issues.  
 
I’m writing today to better understand statements made on the website of the National Alliance of 
Forest Owners (NAFO) about what you refer to broadly as “forest bioenergy” or “biomass energy 
policy.”  Below I cite several of your statements that appear to us as highly dubious opinions 
masquerading as facts. I’m hoping you can clarify these for us. 
 
On the webpage “Beware of biomass advocacy posing as science,” NAFO states:  
 
1) “EPA’s science panel on biogenic carbon emissions, after reviewing the available literature and the 

views of a variety of science experts, has determined that it is appropriate when measuring net 
biomass carbon emissions to use changes in forest carbon across broad geographic scales over a 100 
year timeframe and to consider the impact of markets that stimulate forest investment, replanting 
and retention.” 

 

 How is this statement taken from your website not misleading? The full EPA Science Advisory 
Board sent the biogenic carbon panel’s report back for revisions, citing substantial scientific 
inadequacy of the timeframe. Each page of the report states, “Science Advisory Board (SAB) 
Draft Report (2-8-16) for Quality Review - Do Not Cite or Quote.  This draft has not been 
reviewed or approved by the chartered SAB, and does not represent EPA policy.”  
 

On the webpage “Federal Policy Should Clearly Recognize the Full Carbon Benefits of Forest Bioenergy,” NAFO makes 
several statements that are questionable.   
 
2) “Biomass markets, like other forest products markets, enable private forests to provide sustainable 

carbon benefits over the long term. Those private forests represent 56% of all U.S. forests which in 
total offset 13% of total U.S. CO2 emissions.” 

 
  

http://nafoalliance.org/about/contact-us/david-p-tenny
http://nafoalliance.org/media-room/nafo-blog/540-beware-of-biomass-advocacy-posing-as-science
http://nafoalliance.org/policy-solutions/bioenergy-carbon-benefits#ftn2
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 If a forest is burned, Mr. Tenny, it would no longer be available to act as a carbon pollution 
sink. Why is your statement not false? 

 
3) “Robust biomass markets help conserve forest land for rural jobs, recreational activities and wildlife 

protection.” 
 

 What data underlie this assertion? Would you please kindly provide citations to scientific 
studies, or other data sources? 
 

4) On the same webpage, it states: “Key elements of a simple approach to regulating biomass include: 
“Recognition that biomass energy will not increase carbon in the atmosphere so long as overall 
forest carbon is stable or increasing.” You then state another element of a simple approach is: “Use 
of U.S. Forest Inventory Analysis data and established science rather than complex modeling and 
assumptions.” 

 

 Would you please refer us to the U.S. Forest Inventory Analysis Data that support the 
statement “Biomass energy will not increase carbon in the atmosphere so long as overall 
forest carbon is stable or increasing?” 
 

5) Again, on the same webpage, NAFO states: “Key elements of a simple approach to regulating 
biomass include: Recognition that forest products manufacturing residuals, harvest residuals and 
thinnings do not increase and can even reduce overall carbon in the atmosphere.” 
 

 Burning materials adds carbon to the atmosphere. How does your statement not oppose basic 
laws of physics?  

 

Thank you for taking the time to address these critical questions so we can share your answers with our 
readers.  Please contact me by email if you have questions or you call me at 862.243.2573.  

 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Scott Peterson   
Executive Director 
 

http://nafoalliance.org/about/contact-us/david-p-tenny

